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California burning 


GREGORY BULL/AP 


Fire crews search for hot spots among destroyed homes in the Rancho Monserate Country Club community in Fallbrook, 
Calif. Wind-swept blazes of growing and new fires have forced tens of thousands of evacuations and destroyed dozens of 
homes in Southern California. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 8 


Carroll County lifts ban 
on field trips to Baltimore 


School officials issue new 
guidelines to minimize 
potential risks to students 


By JESSICA ANDERSON 
AND LUKE BROADWATER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Carroll County’s schools superintend- 
ent said Friday that he is lifting a ban on 
field trips to Baltimore, saying county law 
enforcement officials were encouraged by 
recently announced anti-crime initiatives. 


The rural county’s ban on Baltimore 
field trips will end Jan. 2, the superintend- 
ent said. When field trips to the city’s 
cultural attractions — such as museums 
and the Maryland Science Center — 
resume, they will have stricter rules that 
limit students’ unstructured time and 
require more communication among 
chaperons. 

The schools announced the travel ban 
last month based on a recommendation 
from Carroll County Sheriff James De- 
Wees, who cited concerns for student and 
staff safety while the city is experiencing 
record levels of crime. 


County Schools Superintendent 
Stephen Guthrie said he and DeWees 
worked together to develop new field trip 
guidelines. 

“He has played an integral role in 
helping us review and modify our field trip 
procedures and has been actively commu- 
nicating with Baltimore City officials to 
gain a better understanding of their plans 
to improve public safety in high-tourist 
areas,” Guthrie said of DeWees. 

The move came after Gov. Larry Hogan 
announced a series of anti-violence initia- 
tives targeting Baltimore — such as in- 
See SCHOOLS, page 12 


Released 
murderer 
may lose 
freedom 


Freed after conviction in 
1979 killing, Beard could 
face more prison time 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


A convicted Baltimore murderer who in 
2015 struck a deal with prosecutors to be 
released from prison after more than 35 
years behind bars is now back in jail, his 
latest shot at freedom on the line. 

Wendell Beard, 62, is one of more than 
170 violent Maryland inmates released from 
prison since a controversial court ruling 
threw old jury trials into question in 2012. 
He was arrested Wednesday after police 
said they pulled over his vehicle in Reser- 
voir Hill based on a tip and recovered two 
handguns and six spray bottles of hospital- 
grade fentanyl, a powerful and dangerous 
opioid. 

Police said they also recovered various 
other weapons, handcuffs and a black face 
mask. 

Beard, who is prohibited from possessing 
firearms as a convicted felon, has been 
charged with an “array” of gun, drug and 
other weapons violations, police said. 

He could not be reached for comment, 
and did not have an attorney listed in online 
court records. 

See BEARD, page 12 
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Faded glories 


Conservators unroll the huge flag seized from the Royal Navy ship the Guerriere at 
the start of the War of 1812, in Mahan Hall at the Naval Academy in Annapolis. This 
and other captured flags are being taken out of their cases in Mahan Hall for the 
first time in a century for conservation. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 2 


NATION & WORLD 


FRANKS RESIGNS: Rep. Trent Franks, 
R-Ariz., accused of sexual harassment, said 
that he will resign immediately. The Associ- 
ated Press reported that a former aide says 
Franks offered her $5 million to carry his 
child. NEWS PG12 


MUSLIM PROTESTS: Large crowds of 
worshippers across the Muslim world staged 
anti-U.S. marches Friday, some stomping on 
posters of Donald Trump or burning Ameri- 
can flags in the largest outpouring of anger 
yet at the US. president’s recognition of 
bitterly contested Jerusalem as Israel’s capi- 
tal. NEWS PG 8 
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MARYLAND 


NO SHOW: The production of “A Christmas 
Carol” at the Fells Point Corner Theatre has 
been canceled since discovery that the lead 
actor is a convicted sex offender provoked 
public apprehension. NEWS PG 2 
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Delayed response to 
handle Suiter case not 
unusual, experts say 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


A week after Baltimore Police Commis- 
sioner Kevin Davis asked the FBI to take 
over the investigation into the shooting 
death of Detective Sean Suiter, he still had 
no answer. 

Police confirmed Friday that Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Director Christo- 
pher Wray had yet to 
respond to Davis’ letter 
requesting the takeover, 
which was dated Dec. L 

T.J. Smith, a police 
spokesman, said police 
“know the FBI is extraor- 
dinarily busy,’ and Balti- 
more detectives “are con- 
tinuing to investigate” 
Suiter’s death on their 
own as they await a re- 
sponse. 

Smith did not respond to additional 
questions about the Suiter probe. Police 
have offered no updates on the investigation 
since Davis made his request. 

The FBI, which is already providing 
support in the investigation, has confirmed 
receipt of Davis’ letter but declined to 
comment further, saying any response 
would be sent to the Police Department. 

Tyrone Powers, a former Maryland state 
trooper and FBI agent who is now a law 
enforcement consultant living in Baltimore, 
said he’s not surprised the FBI is taking its 
time. 

“It’s a difficult situation for the FBI,” he 
said. 

The FBI is heavily involved in a police 
corruption case that Suiter was scheduled to 
testify in the day after he was shot. Powers 
noted that the U.S. Justice Department also 
is technically overseeing the Baltimore 
Police Department as part of an ongoing 
See FBI, page ll 
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Possibility of 
suicide puts 
some family 
benefits at risk 


Suiter death determination 
could have huge economic 
impact on survivors 


By IAN DUNCAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


The families of Baltimore police officers 
who are killed in the line of duty are eligible 
to receive a host of benefits: lump-sum 
payouts from the state and federal govern- 
ments, a special pension arrangement, work- 
ers’ compensation. 

The value can be hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 

But if investigators conclude the officer 
took his or her own life, many of those 
benefits are reduced, or unavailable entirely. 

That’s a possibility that’s been raised in the 
death of Detective Sean Suiter, the police 
veteran who was shot last month in West 
Baltimore. Baltimore Police Commissioner 
Kevin Davis says investigators are not ruling 
out the possibility that his death was a 
suicide. 

Suiter, a 43-year-old homicide detective, 
was shot in the Harlem Park neighborhood 
of West Baltimore on Nov. 15 as he investi- 
gated a triple homicide from 2016. He died 
the next day. He had been scheduled to 
See SUITER, page 11 
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